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THE MUSICAL TIMES. 




thereby making of it a kind of Bourdon, like those 
used by the pilgrims to the body of St. James at 
Compostella, for the purpose of recreating themselves 
on a walk. 

For a description of the third instrument we must 
refer to the French edition, where it is said to be the 
same with the first, but without the funnel. 

The Bassoon, according to Mersennus, is an instru- 
ment exceeding in magnitude all others of the Fagot 
kind, to which it is a bass, wherefore it is called the 
Bassoon; though there is another kind of bassoon 
which he calls the Cervelat, a word signifying a 
sausage ; this strange instrument is inflated by means 
of a reed resembling that of a hautboy, but of a 
larger size. The instrument itself is but five inches 
in heighth, and yet is capable of producing a sound 
equally grave with one of forty inches in length. 
Within it are eight canals or ducts, answering to 
the number of holes in the lid 
or upper surface; these canals, 
it seems, have a communication 
with one another, and yet are 
affected by the stopping of those 
on the surface ef the cylinder; 
some of them corresponding to 
one canal and others to others, 
in the same manner as if all were 
reduced into one continued tube. 
The white circles denote the 
holes on the opposite side. The 
two bassoons are exhibited by 
Mersennus in this form : — 

Prop. X. treats of the Tibia Pictavia, or Hautbois 
de Poictou, a very slender hautboy ; and also of the 
Cornamusa or bagpipe, consisting of a Bourdon or 
drone, a small pipe in which is inserted a wh eaten 
straw, and another pipe called the Calumeau, with 
seven holes. These two pipes are inserted into the 
neck of a calf-skin bag, resembling in shape a 
chemist's retort, on the back whereof is fixed the 
drone above mentioned, as also a short pipe, through 
which the whole instrument is inflated t>y the mouth 
of the performer. There is no need to insert a figure 
of this instrument, as it differs but very little from the 
Scotch bagpipe. 

Mersennus adds that in France the country people 
make use of this instrument on holydays, and in their 
songs and dances at weddings ; nay, that they sing 
their vespers to it in churcnes where there are no 
organs. In the next proposition he describes an 
instrument of an elegant form and richly decorated, 
called the Musette, the bagpipe of the French. 
(To be continued,) 

MUSIC 

AMONG THE POETS AND POETICAL WRITERS. 

By Mart Cowden Clabke. 

(Continued from page S83, Vol. FT.) 

Chaucer makes habitual singing — singing to them- 
selves, for mere cheerfulness of heart, and gaiety of 
spirit — an attribute of his youthful heroes. The young 
Squire, in the Prologue to the Canterbury Tales, is 
thus described in one of the lines : — 

" Singing he was or fluting all the day." 
And the gallant young Knight Arcite, going forth into 
the woods at sunrise, to do observance to May-morning, 



gathers a fresh garland of woodbine and hawthorn 
leaves for his head : — 

" And loud he sang again the sunny sheen." 
Troilus, that prince of true lovers, sings to ease his 
heart, when Cressida is away : — 

" For which him liked in his songes show 

Th* encheson* of his woe as he best might, 
And made a song of wordes but a few, 
Somewhat his woful hearte for to light ; 
And when he was from every man 'is sight, 
With softe* voice he of his lady dear 
That absent was, gan sing as ye may hear." 

'And there is an exquisite passage, describing Troilus, 
in fond reminiscence, noting all the spots associated to 
him with some especial thought of his lost mistress ; 
among others, he remarks : — 

" And at the corner in the yonder house 
Heard I mine alderlievest \ lady dear 
So womanly with voice melodious 
Singen so well, so goodly and so clear, 
That in my soul yet me thinketh I hear 
The blissful sound ; and in that yonder place 
My lady first me took into her grace." 
The fine old poet, with his power of perception and 
description, is no less forcible when depicting a ludi- 
crous image connected with singing, than when — as 
above, showing his full appreciation of the sentiment 
and subtle beauty belonging to it. Can anything, for 
instance, be more ridiculously true to the idea of a 
wanton old man singing jolly songs with his wrinkled 
throat quavering out the ineffectual strains, than these 
two lines ? 

** The slacke skin about his neck shaketh 
While that he sang, so chanteth he and craketh." 

Shakespeare has a droll hint of the natural impulse 
to sing as a means of overcoming fear, as well as of 
hiding fear. The Athenian clown, Nick Bottom the 
weaver, when transformed with an ass's head, tries to 
bully himself into courage, and to inspire his compa- 
nions with belief in it, by these words : — 

" 1 will walk up and down here ; and I will ting, that 
they shall hear I am not afraid." 

Longfellow speaks of song as a means of beguiling 
grief and fatigue : — 
" Late in the afternoon, when the sun was near to his 

setting, 
Echoing far o'er the fields came the roll of drums from 

the churchyard. 
Thither the women and children thronged. On a sudden 

the church- doors 
Opened, and forth came the guard, and marching in 

gloomy procession 
Followed the long imprisoned, but patient, Acadian 

farmers. 
Even as pilgrims, who journey afar from their homes and 

their country, 
Sing as they go, and in singing forget they are weary and 

way-worn, 
So with songs on their lips the Acadian peasants descended 
Down from the church to the shore, amid their wives and 

their daughters, 
Foremost the young men came ; and raising together their 

voices, 
Sang they with tremulous lips a chaunt of the Catholic 

missions." 



* The cause. 
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Music among the Poets and Poetical Writers — (continued.) 
Farther on, in the same poem, he describes one of 
the missionary meetings in the open air ; and con- 
cludes with a beautiful blending of the natural objects 
around into his subject, that forms a very musical 
cadence : — 
" Under a towering oak, that stood in the midst of the 

village, 
Knelt the Black Robe Chief with his children. A crucifix 

fastened 
High on the trunk of the tree, and overshadowed by 

grape-vines, 
Looked with its agonized face on the multitude kneeling 

beneath it. 
This was their rural chapel. Aloft, through the intricate 

arches 
Of its aerial roof, arose the chant of their vespers, 
Mingling its notes with the soft susurrus and sighs of the 

branches." 



confidence that the Committee again appeal to public sympathy and 
public benevolence for such support and assistance as shall enable 
them to fulfil a commission which, under circumstances of more 
than ordinary interest, has devolved upon them. 

AMONG THE SUBSCRIPTIONS ALREADY RECEIVED ARE : 

£ s. d. 
Earl of Westmorland ... 25 

Earl Howe 25 

Earl of Cawdor 25 
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Fletcher has a charming passage on two girl-friends' 
sympathy in musical taste. One of them says, 
speaking of the other : — • 

" had mine ear 
Stolen some new air, or at adventure humm'd on 
From musical coinage, why it, was a note 
Whereon her spirits would sojourn (rather dwell on) 
And sing it in her slumbers." 
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The wooing of Sir Paridell comprises singing as a 
main means of attraction : — 
*' And other whiles with amourous delights 
And pleasing toys he would her entertain ; 
Now singing sweetly to surprise her sprights, 
Now making lays of love and lovers' pain, 
Bransles, ballads, virelays, and verses vain ; 

Oft purposes, oft riddles he devised, 
And thousands like which flowed in his brain, 
With which he fed her fancy, and enticed 
To take to his new love, and leave her old despised." 

Spenser, 
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* Sing ! Who loves the music tender ? 
Widow, who hath no defender ! 
Orphan !— Scholar !— Mother wild, 
Who hast loved (and lost) a child I 
Maiden, dreaming of to-morrow! 
Let us sing and banish sorrow ! 
Come ! — Sweet music hath a smart, 
And a balm for every heart." — Barry Cornwall. 



SIR HENRY BISHOP. 
This eminent English composer expired on the 1st of 
May. His high merits as a musician fully warrant the 
large share of popularity he enjoyed; but a detailed 
analysis of them may be postponed for some future occasion. 
The more pressing necessity, is, to co-operate with those 
friends who have formed themselves into a Committee ; 
and whose object may be best explained by reprinting the 
statement they have put forward : — 

THE LATE SIR HENRY R. BISHOP. 

PARTICIPATING with the public sympathy, so univers'ally^nd 
so warmly expressed at the regretted decease of Sir Hen ry R. 
Bishop, the Committee of his friends, who only a few days since 
Undertook the responsibility of appealing to public benevolence for 
ine means of mitigating his sufferings and contributing to his comfort 
leei it incumbent upon them to continue their exertions in behalf of 
Jus two youngest children— a son and a daughter— who are left 
totally unprovided for. 

It may be necessary to state, that the chief anxiety of Sir Henry 
JJisnop, during his recent sufferings, was the forlorn prospects of 
tnese two children; and it is, therefore, with feelings of heartfelt 
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W. Gravatt, Esq 5 5 
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M. Costa, Esq 5 

Sir James Matheson ... 5 

J. Benedict, Esq 5 
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J. Field, Esq. 5 

C. Manby, Esq. 50 

Mr. Godfrey , Band Mas- 
ter of the Coldstream 

Guards 3 

&c, &c, &c. 
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a grand Evening 
Concert, on the 18th of May, for which purpose Mr. Gve 
has granted the free use of Co vent Garden Theatre. The 
concert will consist of solos, glees, quartetts, and concerted 
pieces, selected exclusively from Sir Henry Bishop's 
numerous compositions, which will be executed by the 
following artistes, who have generously given their services 
on the occasion :— Madame Clara Novello, Miss Birch, 
Miss Dolby, Mrs. Endersohn, Miss Heywood, Miss Eans- 
ford, Mrs. Weiss, Mrs. Sims Reeves ; Mr. Sims Reeves,. 
Mr. Francis, Mr. Benson, Mr. Lawler, Mr. EL Braham, 
Mr. Hobbs, Mr. Weiss, and Mr. Henry Phillips. The 
choruses will be augmented to more than three hundred 
voices, accompanied by a complete orchestra of eighty 
performers. Conductors, Mr. Sterndale Bennett and Mr. A. 
Mellon ; ^Mr. Lindsay Sloper will preside at the pianoforte- 
Applications for boxes, stalls, and tickets, to be made at 
Mr. Mitchell's Royal Library, 33, Old Bond-street. 

Postscbipt. — Since part of our paper has been to press 9 
the Committee of friends of the late Sir Henry Bishop have 
announced that a communication has been received by them 
from a member of the family, to the effect that " he is ready 

and desirous of taking charge of the children." " With the 

assistance of relatives at once willing and able to provide for 
their support" the concert advertised for the 18th May will 
not take place. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

This Journal will in future be published fortnightly on the 
1st and 15th of every month. 

We would request those who send us country newspapers, 
wishing us to read particular paragraphs, to mark the 
passage, by cutting a slit in the paper near it. 

The late hour at which Advertisements reach us, interferes 
much with their proper classification. 

We cannot undertake to return offered contributions; the 
authors, therefore, will do well to retain copies. 

"A Constant Reader. "—Under this head we address the 
many who sign themselves such, to remind them that we 
cannot answer anonymous correspondents, unless accom- 
panied by real name and address. Were these " Constant 
Readers" what they claim to be, and moreover did they 
read attentively, they would have seen that we have 
already stated the above condition many times. 

The necessary omission of several country notices, arises 
from their reaching us too late. Greater promptitude 
in this respect would generally accomplish the object our 
correspondents propose. 

hudwig.— There are several lives of Beethoven. That by 
Schindler was translated by Moscheles, and published in 
tivo volumes by Coiburn, 1841. 



